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what their teacher expects of them but they are not afraid of her. They have seen her
firm but never angry. No pupil has ever left her class to 'interview the principal.'...
"The most desirable responses are seen in the degree of poise evident in the pupils,
and in the thoroughgoing calmness of their sustained effort. This serenity is not arti-
ficial, but is an outgrowth of satisfaction in work well done-----Perhaps the only
child who fails to appreciate this poised and kindly teacher is the one whose super-
physical energy makes it irksome to work calmly and quietly for an hour."
Such a teacher impresses the casual observer as highly successful Al-
though even Miss Manning does not reach all her pupils with equal suc-
cess, on the whole, this case may serve as something of a standard against
which to compare the others. Certainly she is well balanced emotionally,
keeps the proper control of the school situation without offense, and
sees to it that the tasks or aims of the schoolchild are carried through,
as far as she can do so.
(2) "The Formal Teacher": "A German background had given Miss Kohler an
appreciation for schooling as a means to an end. Her education had enabled her to
do more and better work, and she had every intention of systematically grinding her
pupils through educational processes, painlessly if possible, painfully if necessary,
to equip them to master the mental and manual problems they should face in their
afterschool life. She was generally good-natured, but all her pupils understood that '
she would stand for no 'monkey business.' Her assignments were regularly made at
the beginning of each class hour, and woe to the pupil who arrived a minute late or
appeared without paper or with an unsharpened pencil. She was herself a tremendous
worker. Her pupils knew that their test papers would be returned to them the day
following the test just as they knew their homework was due on the day designated.
"Results of Miss Kohler's influence were gratifying to teachers who later received
her pupils because they were Veil prepared' for the next grade. They knew how to
work; they respected the authority of the new teacher until they had reason to do
otherwise. They had acquired an appreciation for system and order. Many of the
girls improved their personal appearance because they had liked the style and well-
groomed appearance of Miss Kohler.
"Was this teacher popular? Ambitious students sought her classes. Dull, plodding
pupils felt safe with her and trusted her fairness. Lazy ones avoided her. Cheaters
knew that they could not 'get by* her. The 'discipline problems' of the school either
respected her as they did no other teachers, or hated her because she 'had no mercy
for those who deserved punishment. Perhaps the only pupils for whom she was not
'good medicine' in the pedagogical sense were those timid* souls who had a guilty
feeling when others erred and so were emotionally stirred even when her criticisms
did not concern them personally."
Miss Kohler in her own cultural background represents the Germanic
tradition of scholarship and sound discipline. She is disturbed by any
intrusion of individuals who do not fit rather easily and quickly into
her preconceived patterns. But on the whole she would be rated a good
teacher by most observers.